Oh Say, What Can You See?
Adapted from Oh Say, What Can You See?
www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/education/lessons/ohsay_whatcanyousee.html

Grade Level: Grades K‐2
Preparation Time: 5 minutes or less
Activity Duration: 30 minutes
Concepts Addressed
 Science is a process by which we learn about the natural world using our senses and
extensions of our senses.
 Science relies on the observation physical evidence from the natural world.
 An observation is a description of the physical evidence based on what we see, feel,
hear, smell, or taste.
Objectives
The student will:
 Make observations of natural objects.
Materials Not Included
 Clipboard (1 per student)
 Paper
 Pencils
 Crayons
Background
We find out about the environment in which we live by using our senses. The senses gather
information that is sent to the brain. Among other things, our senses warn us of danger and
thus keep us safe.
Many people depend on the sense of sight more than their other senses for information about
their environment. The sense of sight gives us so much information that it would be
overwhelming if it were not for our ability to focus on one thing at a time. When the eye
focuses on an object, other objects become less obvious.
Explore this link for additional information on the topics covered in this lesson:
http://evolution.berkeley.edu/evosite/nature/index.shtml

Procedure
1. Talk about eyes. Ask students what they know about eyes. What do eyes help us do?
Let’s use them in our classroom. Name one thing you can see.
2. Talk about rules. We are going to take a Sight Walk outside. You will have a clipboard to
record what you notice. You can draw what you see with your eyes and write the name
of the object on your clipboard. You can also write where you observed the object.
3. Give each student a clipboard with paper and a container with pencil and crayons. Have
each student draw a pair of eyes at the top of the paper and write the words, “I See...”
4. Take students outside. Tell them you will walk and stop a few times. Each time you stop,
they will select one item that they see, draw it and write its name.
5. After they have had the opportunity to draw several objects that they observed, have
them share by standing in a circle. They will all hold their clipboards up for others to
look at.
6. Return to the classroom and make a list of items that were seen. Have students help you
spell the names of objects as you record. Discuss duplicate objects, living and non‐living
things. Have them share what they discovered that they had not noticed before.
Extensions
 Go on Sight Walks in different areas and compare observations from each walk.
 Encourage students to make comparisons between two or more objects they have
observed. Students can list similarities and differences between objects.

